Nay, I'll ne'er believe a madman till I see his brain."
by which they are framed.
The scalpel and microscope will alike fail; the meditations of metaphysicians will come to nought; the disease will remain in statu quo, a phantom and a fear. To the pure doctrine of physiology, we must look for the first glimpse of truth, and by the close application of its principles shall we soonest find the path; while without its help in the study of cerebral disease we shall never attain our end. We must, then, at the outset, bear in mind those grand fundamental laws of development and decay, such as are busy in their operation throughout the entire system. Thus, on physiological grounds, we should proceed in the treatment of this disorder, and till we can better trace from cell to cell the inroad of disease, we cannot, with any propriety, wander from the path. By the simplest means, the greatest ends are often obtained, and it may well be supposed, that, by aiding Nature rather than preventing her, we shall ultimately win success.
